12                                  FOR PACIFISTS
This, however, I will admit that even a man weak in
body is capable of offering this resistance. One man can
offer it just as well as millions. Both men and women can
indulge in it. It does not require the training of an army;
it needs no jiu-jitsu. Control over the mind is alone neces-
sary, and when that is attained, man is free like the king
of the forest and his very glance withers the enemy.
Passive resistance is an all-sided sword, it can be used
anyhow; it blesses him who uses it and against whom it
is used. Without drawing a drop of blood it produces far-
reaching results. It never rusts and cannot be stolen.
Competition between passive resisters does not exhaust.
The sword of passive resistance does not require a scab-
bard. It is strange indeed that such a weapon should be
considered to be a weapon merely of the weak.
Hind Swaraj, chapter xvii
I have often noticed that weak people have,,t||pfft
shelter under the Congress creed or under my advice,
when they have simply, by reason of their cowardice,
been unable to defend their own honour or that of those
who were entrusted to their care. I recall the incident
that happened near Bettiah when non-co-operation was
at its height. Some villagers were looted. They had fled,
leaving their wives, children and belongings to the mercy
of the looters. When I rebuked them for their cowardice
in thus neglecting their charge, they shamelessly pleaded
non-violence.   I  publicly  denounced  their  conduct  and
said that my non-violence fully accommodated violence
offered by those who did not feel non-violence and who
had in their keeping the honour of their womenfolk and
little children. Non-violence is not a cover for cowardice,
but it is the supreme virtue of the brave. Exercise of non-
violence requires far greater bravery than that of swords-
manship. Cowardice is wholly inconsistent with non-vio-
lence. Translation from swordsmanship to non-violence